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The authors intend this article as a prolegomenon to a planned English translation of
what they take to be the definitive 1822 Glasgow edition of what is sometimes called
the “Jesuit Edition” of Newton’s Principia, published in Geneva in 1739-42. (As the
authors note, none of that edition’s principal contributors was Jesuit.) The article does
not seem to advance the scholarship on the Principia or its reception, and its value as a
reference seems dubious, at best.

After outlining their paper, the authors survey a range of editions of the Principia.
The subsequent section offers cursory biographical notes on Thomas Le Seur, Francois
Jacquier, and Jean Louis Calandrini, then notes some typographical and organizational
features of the 1822 edition of their 173942 work. A final major section characterizes a
variety of specific editorial interventions by the three central figures and then considers
at length the edition’s commentary on the inverse problem of central forces, which the
authors stipulate to be paradigmatic. Their approach here follows their prior article
[Adv. Hist. Stud. 3 (2014), no. 1, 33-55, do0i:10.4236/ahs.2014.31005]. A conclusion
outlines a program of research the authors intend to undertake in view of the Jesuit
Edition, all of whose components are focused on its context in the first half of the
eighteenth century.

The article appears to have been prepared largely independently of Niccolo Guiccia-
rdini’s excellent “Editing Newton in Geneva and Rome: the annotated edition of the
Principia by Calandrini, Le Seur and Jacquier” [Ann. of Sci. 72 (2015), no. 3, 337-380;
MR3345755], which the the present authors cite, and which covers the relevant histori-
cal context (including a large share of the authors’ concluding research questions) with
a level of precision, nuance, and historiographical sophistication largely lacking in the
present article. Guicciardini also makes use of substantial archival material not consid-
ered by the authors, who rely primarily on a range of varyingly-up-to-date secondary
literature and their examinations of the 1822 edition itself. They depart from Guic-
ciardini in their extended discussion of the commentaries in the text (which the latter
confines mostly to online-only appendices); however, most specialists with the expertise
and interest to benefit from the former’s longer systematic discussion will likely do bet-
ter by referring directly to the readily available source materials themselves. Numerous
oddities and shortcomings in the article’s copyediting, including frequent malapropisms
and a bibliography roughly sorted by author’s first initial, hamper its utility. Claims
such as the authors’ assertion on page 417 that Galileo and Huygens furnished “the only
concrete results in physics” prior to the Principia are indicative of the authors’ tunnel-
vision regarding the history of science and the rich, recent historiography on Newton
and his reception. Michael J. Barany
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